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SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 

Welcome to IBDP English! This is considered a college-level course. What that means is that 

while I will be teaching you specific skills in regard to analyzing literature, honing your writing 

and public skills and you will be practicing those things; you will be responsible for reading the 

literature on your own and coming to class prepared and ready to learn/work. This is a two-year 

course broken into four parts. We will do two your junior year (Part 1 and 4) and you will do two 

in your senior year (Parts 2 & 3). All IB schools do this and it’s based on the IB assessments 

that you must complete. There are 5 assessments just for English. ALL OF YOU WILL DO 2 OF 

THEM YOUR JUNIOR YEAR! 

1. The Written Assignment (external assessment mailed to an IB grader) 

2. Paper One (external assessment, you have 90 minutes to write an essay on a particular 

topic) 

3. Paper Two (external assessment, you have 90 minutes to one question on the works 

studied in Part 3) 

4. Oral Commentary (internal assessment, your English teacher will grade this 10 minutes 

talk on one of the works in Part 2)  

5. Oral Presentation (internal assessment, your English teacher will grade this 10-15 

minutes presentation on one of the works in Part 4) 

 

One of the primary reasons for the IB Programme is to expose students to cultures around the 

world. In English, it means studying books from different time periods and cultures and 

examining them for similar themes. The books we will be studying the junior year are: 

PART ONE (we do essays after each work and then revise one of these for a big IB paper) 

Ghosts by Henrik Ibsen (Norway, 1880s) 

Candide by Voltaire (France, 1750s) 

Paradise of the Blind by Duong Thu Huong (Vietnam, 1980s)  

or poetry by Pablo Neruda (Chile, 1900s) 

PART FOUR (we do an oral presentation at the end of these and then a long formal 

presentation for your final, which is the IB internal assessment) 

Collection of August Wilson (America, 1900-1960) 

The House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende (Chile, 1980s) 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini (Afghanistan/US, 1970s-2000s) 

 



In addition to studying the literature listed, we will engage in vocabulary study, research, 

grammar, and SAT prep.  

 

You have 5 summer reading assignments. All of them are due on Tuesday, September 5, 

2017! All work for the first month of school both in class and out will be based on the summer 

reading, so it is imperative that you read the book and complete the work. You will have a 

comprehension test on Friday, September 1. If you would like assistance with this you can sign 

up for the IB prep course this summer at CMU from June 29-July 14. This is a three hour course 

where I can help you one on one and in small groups on the work.  

 

Assignment #1: Research Notes 

Yellow Raft in Blue Water 

Complete this BEFORE reading the novel! 

In sentence outline form present the following information (in your notebook) with a minimum of 5 

points for each topic. 

 Author’s life 

 Missions in Montana 

 Jesuits 

 Indian boarding school experience 

 Merging of Catholicism with Native American belief system 

Assignment #2: Identify and explain 2-3 conflicts that occur in each character section (3) of the 

novel.  Expectation- 250 words minimum for each character 

Possible conflicts: 

Man/woman vs. Man/woman   Man/woman vs. Society 

Man/woman vs. Self    Man/woman vs. Nature  

Man/woman vs. Supernatural   Man/woman vs. Technology 

 



Assignment #3: Identify 2-3 male characters for each of the three women. Discuss what impact they had 

on the motivations, choices, and self-image of each woman. (Male characters may be used more than 

once). Expectation- 300-350 words for each character.  

 

Assignment #4 A Yellow Raft in Blue Water Discussion Questions. Thoroughly answer each of these.  

1. The novel opens and closes with images of braiding. In what ways might this act be symbolic? 

Where else in the novel does hair seem to be important? 

2. Dorris deliberately chooses a repetitive structure for this novel instead of having a single 

character narrate the entire work. He could have begun with Ida’s story since it is closer to the 

beginning of the events. What is gained in having the story told three times and in this particular 

order? What do you notice when you reread Rayona or Christine’s section after you have 

completed the entire novel? 

3. Why might Dorris have selected this title for the work? 

 

Assignment #5: A Yellow Raft in Blue Water Essay Questions. Choose one of these on which to write a 

full-length essay.  

1. Discuss the role of Catholicism in the lives of the two or three main characters.  

2. Discuss the issues of identity, personal uncertainty, and strength as they pertain to the three 

women of the novel.  

3. Explain possible reasons for which Michael Dorris made the main characters female and 

relegated males to relatively minor and even negative roles. 

4. Discuss the significance and relevance of the novel’s title in respect to the plot and theme(s) of 

the piece.  

  


